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Friday,  July  16  - 

This  A.M.  drove  to  Villa  Borghese  where  we  had  a  glimpse  into  the 
gardens  through  which  Raphael  used  to  love  to  roam.  Passed  the  palace  of 
Queen  Marghurita  to  the  home  of  Bishop  Kennedy,  head  of  the  American  College 
here,  where  I  made  an  effort  to  present  my  letter  of  introduction  to  Monseignor 
Coffee  but  Bishop  Kennedy  was  out  of  town. 

From  there  we  drove  to  the  Cappuchin  Church  where  we  saw  Guido  Reni's 
St.  Michael  and  the  Devil.  The  face  in  this  picture  is  that  of  Beatrice  Cenci. 

It  seemed  too  bad  that  such  a  wonderful  picture  should  be  so  poorly  hung  and 
in  so  small  a  chapel.  Into  the  basement  of  this  church  we  went.  Gruesome 
place  filled  with  the  bones  of  thousands  of  monks.  It  is  positively  ridiculous 
the  way  in  which  these  bones  have  been  dug  up  from  the  Jersualem  soil  of  the 
small  burial  plot  in  order  to  make  room  for  newer  burials .  That  was  bad  enough 
but  curses  on  the  fool  of  a  monk  who  conceived  the  idea  of  decorating  that 
basement  with  the  bones  !  They  have  been  utilized  in  all  decorative  ways  from 
a  room  ceiling  to  a  censor  and  comfortably  reclining  under  the  arches  are  several 
old  monks  whose  bones,  unfortunately,  hung  together. 

From  there  we  drove  to  the  Vatican  Galleries  where  we  spent  a  long  time 
drinking  in  the  results  of  the  brushes  of  Michel  Angelo  and  Raphael.  It  was 
a  trifle  disconcerting  to  run  into  some  of  the  Cretic  parties  there.  I  really  don't 
know  where  to  begin  to  describe  those  galleries  -  the  most  important  is  The 
Sistine  Chapel  where  Michel  Angelo  did  the  entire  ceiling  and  the  portion  behind 
the  altar.  The  ceiling  through  the  center  represents  different  steps  in  the 
Bible  history  from  the  Creation  on  -  on  one  side  are  New  Testament  figures  and 
on  the  other  are  old  familiar  scenes  and  characters  from  the  Old  Testament.  The 
hall  of  the  Flemish  tapestries  was  most  interesting  -  famous  Raphael  'cartoons' 
have  been  worked  out  into  these  wonderful  tapestries  that  were  fifty  years  or  more 
in  making  and  whose  completion  occurred  long  after  the  death  of  Raphael.  The 
Gallery  of  Maps  is  interesting  for  its  ceiling  as  well  as  its  maps.  Those  were 
done  by  two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Ditti,  one  doing  the  ceiling  the  other  one 
the  maps . 

Raphael's  Loggia  was  wonderful  in  some  respects  but  pathetic  in  others. 

It  seems  such  a  pity  that  such  works  of  art  were  for  so  long  a  time  exposed  to 
the  wind  and  rain  and  allowed  to  become  defaced  in  any  way.  Most  of  the 
scenes  here  were  designed  by  Raphael  but  executed  by  his  pupil  Giulio  Romano 
who  by  the  way  was  capable  of  wonderful  work  while  under  the  immediate  influence 
of  Raphael  but  without  that  influence  drifted  away  into  mannerism.  Here  and 

there  in  the  Raphael  Stanze  one  could  easily  pick  out  the  Fornarina  face. 

Many  of  the  paintings  in  the  Gallery  of  Martyrs  were  wonderfully 
clever  -  for  instance  the  one  showing  the  Protestants  persecuting  the  Catholic 
monks  -  the  light  in  the  armor  was  especially  good.  The  joy  of  my  life  ! 
we  were  taken  to  the  Laocoon  ,  that  wondeful  piece  of  statuary  showing  the 
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